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Antibiotics used to treat cholera 

Drugs Dose Frequency Remark 

Doxycycline*  300 mg  

(single dose) 

4 time/day for 3 

day 

*First-line drug 

Azithromycin and Erythromycin are acceptable alternatives to Doxycycline for children 

and pregnant women 

Erythromycin 12.5 mg/kg 4 time/day for 3 

day 

For young children 

Tetracycline 12.5 mg/kg  Resistance may be 

Where Tetracycline-resistant strains, alternative antimicrobial regimens include 

Azithromycin, Erythromycin, or Ciprofloxacin. 

add Zinc 10 mg Daily for 10 days For children under 6 

months of age: 

add Zinc 20 mg Daily for 10 days For children 6 months 

to 5 years of age:   

Note: 

- For Cholera cases with severe dehydration only 

- But as a priority for the most vulnerable patients; children under five, elderly, 

malnourished, patients with convulsions  

 

Antibiotics used for Chemoprophylaxis 

Antibiotic Children Adults 

Doxycycline  - 300 mg (single dose) 

For Severe Sign of Dehydration 

Age Give IV drips of Ringer’s Lactate or if not available 

Cholera Saline (Normal Saline) 

30 ml/ Kg 70 ml/ Kg 

Less than 1 year First 1 hour 5 hours 



Age 1 year and older 30 minutes 2½ hours 

Give ORS 5 ml/ Kg/hour as soon as the patient can drink 

Total amount per day : 200 ml/kg during the first 24 hours 

 

For Some Sign of Dehydration 

Approximate amount of ORS to give in the first 4 hours 

Age Less than 

4 months 

4-11 

months 

12-23 

months 

2-4 years  5-14 years 15 years 

or older 

Weight Less than 

5kg 

5-7.9 kg 8-10.9 kg 11-15.9 kg 16-29.9kg  30 kg or 

more 

ORS in ml 200-400 400-600 600-800 800-1200 1200-2200 2200-4000 

 

For No Sign of Dehydration 

Age Less than 2 years 2-9 years 10 years and above 

ORS in ml 50-100 ml (1/4 – ½ 

cup) up to 

approximately ½ litre a 

day 

100-200 ml up to 

approximately 1 litre a 

day  

As much as wanted, 

up to approximately 2 

litre a day 
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၅။ WHO Diarrhoeal Disease Fact sheet updated May, 2017 

၆။ Guidelines for disease surveillance, early warning and response; (WHO/ CDS/ 

 NTD/ DCE/2006.6)  

၇။ WHO Foodborne disease outbreaks: Guidelines for investigation and control 

 

 


